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HOMELESSNESS — 10-YEAR STRATEGY 
5521. Mr A. Krsticevic to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family and 

Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to the Western Australian 10-Year Strategy on Homelessness, and ask: 
(a) When will the strategy be released; 
(b) What additional funds will be allocated to support the strategy; 
(c) How many staff within the Department are working on the strategy and what are their positions; and 
(d) How does this strategy differ to the 10 year strategy released by the Western Australian Alliance to End 

Homelessness (2018–2028)? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
(a) The McGowan Government will release the All Paths Lead to a Home: Western Australia’s 10 Year Strategy 

on Homelessness (the Strategy) in the last quarter of 2019. 
(b) Additional funding to enable the achievement of key outcomes of the Strategy and will be considered as 

part of the 2020–21 State Budget process. 
(c) As at 4 October 2019, a total of 6.6 FTE within the Department of Communities is responsible for working 

on homelessness policy. This includes the development of the Strategy. The FTE is allocated as follows: 
1 FTE Manager Housing Policy  
3.6 FTE Principal Policy Officers  
1 FTE Strategy Officer, and  
1 FTE Senior Policy Officer.  

(d) The Western Australian Alliance to End Homelessness’ 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness in 
Western Australia 2018–2028 (the Plan) is a community-led initiative that was developed by leaders from 
the community services sector. 
Both the Strategy and the Plan recognise that homelessness is an issue that needs to be addressed across 
all levels of government, business and the community sector. They have some common themes, including 
improving the coordination of services and applying a ‘housing first’ approach. 
There are, however, significant differences between the two. The McGowan Government’s Strategy 
has been developed in partnership with the community services sector, peak bodies, and State and local 
government agencies through the Supporting Communities Forum Homelessness Working Group. 
Significant input has been received from stakeholders across regional and metropolitan Western Australia, 
and importantly from people with lived experience of homelessness. It clearly outlines the roles and 
responsibilities of all stakeholders to enable better co-ordination and alignment of effort towards 
responding to, and preventing, homelessness. The Strategy has a strong focus on reducing Aboriginal 
homelessness, with Improving Aboriginal Wellbeing being one of the four focus areas for the Strategy. 
To ensure accountability and delivery of the actions, the governance for the Strategy will be agreed in 
consultation with the Supporting Communities Forum. 
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